| WISCONSIN ORGANIZATION
for AS-IAN AMERICANS

P.O. Box 68
.- Madison, Wi 53701-0068

January 26, 2007

The HOﬁoraﬁle _James E. .Dojfle | —— '. T
Governor, ‘State of Wisconsin (D pr Ff(
119 East, State. Capltol ' -

Madn.son WI 53702
Dear Governor Doyle: -

A representatlve of the WlSCOI]Sln Orgamzatlon for Asian Amerlcans has
participated  with other ergan:tzatlonal members of the Wisconsin -Alliance
for . Bxcellent Schools for many years. He recommended endorsing. ‘the’ ‘basic
thrust of WAES efforts in developing an alternative to the 'school-funding
formala currently used to allocate state funds to counties for public
education. ‘We 'do so because public education at the K—12 1eve1 1s crucial
to pOSt—hlgh school academlc/vocatlonal ach:.evement. ' : .

As you pomted out. when you spoke to the WOAA semiannual meetlng An early'
October . last vyear, Asians and- Asian Americans value education h].ghly as a
nechanls:n important - teo comminity- participation and contribution ‘to. soc1ety

as a whole. You noted that Asianstudents strive to do their academlc best
- to- prepare - - for - later competltlon in academlc,' SClentlf:LC, busmess, and_}_
other commtm:Ltles o S :

An alternat:.ve school fund:mg formula is needed because the current one is

faulty: It is baged on an assumption that persons living in counties with
high property valuations are better able to ‘support K-12 ‘education ‘through
local tax levies than those in counties with lower valuations;  therefore,
state fund - allocations are .comptted at a lower: rate. Not only 4s’  that -

- assumption incorrect ® since family income is not related to property valua—'

tion, the formula does not take into consideration differential. edu
needs; such as rural-urban distances required for school attendance : publlc-'

-transportation - availability, - lack . of ‘proficiency in- Engllsh, special

‘educational’ needs, -and - students: with . dlsab:l.lltles At the same tlme that'
state funds are more equltably allocated, care must be taken to assure that
‘local property tax levies are not -increased (lowered, if possmle) and lecal"
control over public education continues. ' R

Thank you for: cons.uiering our request We are certain that you W_:|.11 contlnue_ﬁ :
to advocate for public educatlon and for our state s chlldren as you have :
in the past. , ,

Sincerely yours,

WORA Co-Chair = ' ' WORA Co-Chair



